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orrifyingstories about
the rapes and mur
ders of children and

.judges who go easy on
sex offenders who prey on the
young, have prompted some
state legislatures to tighten the
4aws-aHd-Fe«trim judgesM^ii- away ifUliey-xiie^iou-daiigerotis
teneingdiseretiiMt^:^

Pew in the m^a or among ButAose whose whole saase

crimes

S0IV6u about possi-
ble inter

cepts of terrorists' phone calls.
Partofthis is current politics

but part is continuation of a tra
dition that goes back more than
two centuries, de-emphasizing
the punishment of criminals.

Those now citing the flaws of
"society" as the "root causes" of
crime echo 18th-century posi
tions of France's Marquis de
Condorcet and England's
William Godwin, among others.
So are those who speak loftily of
"alternatives to incarceration"
or continue to rely on hopes of

"rehabilitation" or"prevention."
People with this mindset en

gage in much hand-wringing
about what to do with sexual
predators. Many ordinary peo
ple would say they should be
locked up, and the key thrown

nary people can never go along.
They balk even at notiftdng the
public when some convicted
sexual predator is released into
their neighborhood.

Their thinking — if it can be
called that—is that sexual pred
ators released from prison have
"paid tiieir debt to society" and
the slate should be wiped clean
and these sadists allowed to hide
theirpast Itisamsdnghow many
innocent young lives have been
sacrificedfor a half-bakedphrase.

Going to jail doesn't repay
anything. People are put behind
bars as punislment and to keep
them out of circulation. Child
victims of rape and murder
cannotbe made whole. The debt

can never be repaid.
The most we can hope to do is

spare other children and their
parents from the anguish in
flicted byevil people—not"sick"
people, but evil people. Sexual
predatore know exactly what

ihey auR doing, knnwitiiinffrfmg;
and eitiier^^care or enjoyit
all the more for that reason.

cure other people can apply to
them. How many more lives are
we prepared to sacrifice on the
altar to that notion?

The illusion of being able to
control sexual predators set
loose in secrecy among families
with children has taken many
forms and has been couched in
much soothing rhetoric.

"Supervised" parole is.one of;
those soothing phrases.The real
ity is an occasional reporting to a
paroleofficer whohas huge num
bers ofparolees—who cannotbe
controlled the other99 percentof
the time when not reporting.

The latest pretense of control
is the global positioning satellite
monitor (GPS) which can be at-

"'V

tached to sexual predators:^
Think about it. Whatwould a

globalpositionisigs9tellitei]a\^e
told us when a sexual predator
had two girls imprisoned in his
basement? That he was'home.
What reassurance.' ' ' ^ ' :

While rising public pressures
to get serious about protecting
children have forced some state
legislatures to make.some'ef
forts in that direction, resist-

-ftnd-
:^4)rder-oftfa&dayiiuxianyplaces.

The California state legisla-

fenders—but onlythose deemed
"dangerous." The sponsor of one
such bill describes, GPS as "in
credibly valuable technology."
Notdoubtit is —if youare lost
and wantto find yourway.On the
otherhand, ifyou don'twantto be
found,you can always remove it

The bills in the California
legislature are presented as al-
tiernatives'to'abiall[)t;iiiitiajti\je
by which the voters could im-

.pose "Jessica's Law" with some
real tee^ in it on sentencing,
instead of these political alter
natives to reality^.
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